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reason for not treating the subject at all, but certainly not for dismissing the question with the dictum that he has examined the evidence for a given hypothesis and found it wanting. Every fact mentioned by Mr. Gould through the article points to the very conclusion which he curtly pronounces untenable.
In an illustration inserted in his Tales of the West Highlands, iii. 339, Mr, Campbell has * copied all the fish which are figured on the Sculptured Stones of Scotland, together with some of the characteristic ornaments which accompany them.' Among these the phallic serpent and the budding thyrsos are conspicuous enough.
I have confined myself in this chapter to the citation of facts which few probably will dispute; I am not bound, therefore, to examine theories which do not take into account all these facts or their bearings on each other. But I refer gladly to an article in the
* Edinburgh Review/ January 1870, on the Pre-Christian Cross, as bringing together a mass of facts, every one of which points in the direction indicated by the earliest form of the emblems under discussion.    Of the reviewer's theory as to their origin and meaning, I can but say that it is a theory resting on assumption.   It may be true, but until it is proved, it cannot satisfy those who object to having one set of facts put aside in order to explain another.   The reviewer's conclusion is that the worship of the cross or tree was suggested by the date-palm, the * prince of vegetation,' and asks
* what better picture or more significant characters could have been selected for the purpose than a circle and a cross; the one to denote a region of absolute purity and perpetual felicity; the other those four perennial streams that divided and watered the several quarters of it ? * I confess myself quite unable to see either the force of this, or any connexion between the symbols and the ideas; but on the other hand we have the indisputable facts that the earliest form of the cross (a word which has acquired a meaning so equivocal as to mislead almost every one who uses it) is simply the pole or the Tau, and that with this stauros or pole, the ring, or the boat-shaped sign, has from the first been associated in every country.   These are everywhere the earliest forms, and for these alone we must in the first instance account.   To go off to later developeinents in which the sign has assumed something like the form of the date-palm is a mere hysteron-proteron. When it has been disproved that the Linga aad Toni have in every country been regarded as the emblems of vitality and reproduction, and as such have been used everywhere to denote the vivifying power of the sun, and therefore adopted as emblems in his worship, "we may go on to test the value of theories which, until this is done, have no base to stand on.  I feel confident
BB 2